Reporting format for economic evaluation. Part I: Application to the Dutch healthcare system.
This article presents the first version of the reporting format for economic valuation that was created in 1995 by a multidisciplinary taskforce. The members of this taskforce come from a broad spectrum of backgrounds within the healthcare field and participated in the exercise voluntarily. The format presented should be understood as the preferred Dutch structure for the reporting of any study on economic evaluation. In view of the many areas of contention that exist within the field, this format only gives normative directions in those areas in which consensus exists, as evidenced by the current published international guidelines. A regular review and adaptation of this format will be needed to reflect advances in the field.